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A B S T R A C T  

Indonesian language instruction plays a crucial role in developing both students' language skills and character. 
However, instruction in schools still tends to focus on cognitive aspects and has not yet optimally integrated 
local culture as a learning resource. This study aims to analyze the implementation of Malay oral traditions in 
Indonesian language instruction and their role in shaping student character at SMPTK Kasih Karunia. The study 
employed a qualitative descriptive approach, involving one Indonesian language teacher and five students as 
research informants. Data were collected through in-depth interviews and analyzed using qualitative descriptive 
analysis techniques, following the stages of data reduction, data presentation, and drawing conclusions. The 
results of the study indicate that Malay oral traditions, particularly Syair Perahu by Hamzah Fansuri, have been 
incorporated into the teaching of classical poetry through activities focused on structural analysis, symbolic 
meaning, and moral values. The integration of oral traditions makes learning more contextual, enhances student 
engagement, and helps instill religious values, responsibility, good manners, and social awareness. Students 
showed positive responses because the learning material was related to their culture and daily experiences. This 
study indicates that the Malay oral tradition has the potential to serve as a medium for Indonesian language 
instruction that supports character education while also contributing to the preservation of local culture within 
the school environment. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Indonesian language learning has an important role in developing language skills as 

well as shaping the character of students. However, the implementation of Indonesian 
language learning in schools still tends to focus on cognitive aspects and mastery of the 
material alone, while the cultivation of cultural values and character education has not been 
carried out optimally. This condition causes learning to emphasize academic results more than 
the formation of student attitudes and behaviors. In fact, education not only aims to improve 
intellectual abilities, but also to form individuals who have an honest attitude, discipline, 
responsibility, tolerance, and care for the social environment. This situation shows that 
learning Indonesian requires innovations that are able to connect learning materials with 
students' real lives so that the learning process is not monotonous and only theory-oriented. 

 One approach that can be used to create more meaningful learning is Contextual 
Teaching and Learning. Contextual learning is an approach that relates subject matter to 
students' real experiences so that students are able to understand and apply the material in 
their daily lives. Hasanuddin et al., (2025) explained that contextual learning emphasizes the 
relationship between learning materials and the real-life context of students so that the 
learning process becomes more effective and meaningful.  This approach also encourages 
active student involvement through discussions, problem-solving, cooperation, and hands-on 
experience so that learning is not only teacher-centered. Nababan et al., (2023) state that 
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contextual learning strategies emphasize the full involvement of students in finding the 
connection between the material being studied and the reality of their lives.  Learning that is 
associated with students' experiences and environment will be easier to understand because 
the material feels close to their lives. 

The application of contextual learning in learning Indonesian can be done through the 
use of local culture as a learning resource. One of the forms of local culture that can be used is 
the Malay oral tradition. Malay oral traditions include poems, poems, folklore, legends, and 
traditional expressions that are passed down from generation to generation in the community. 
Oral traditions not only function as entertainment, but also contain moral values, social values, 
life norms, and cultural teachings that can be used as a means of character learning. Hasanah 
& Andari (2021) explained that oral tradition is a cultural heritage that is conveyed orally from 
generation to generation and functions as a medium for conveying social and cultural 
messages of the community.  Oral traditions also contain various life values such as mutual 
cooperation, tolerance, religiosity, tolerance, and respect for others which are still relevant in 
the lives of students today. 

The Malay oral tradition has great potential to be used in learning Indonesian because 
it is able to create learning that is more interesting and close to students' lives. Through 
rhymes, poems, and folklore, students not only learn linguistic elements, but also understand 
the moral messages contained in them. Sarkowi et al., (2024) stated that oral traditions have a 
function as regional identity, a source of local history, and a medium of cultural inheritance to 
the next generation.  The use of oral traditions in learning is also a form of preserving local 
culture in the midst of technological developments and globalization trends that cause the 
younger generation to begin to know less about their own regional culture. If this condition 
continues, oral traditions as cultural heritage are feared to be increasingly abandoned and lose 
their existence in society. 

In addition to being related to cultural preservation, the use of Malay oral traditions in 
learning is also closely related to character education. Character education is the process of 
instilling moral values and positive behavior in students through educational activities. 
Fadilah et al., (2021) explained that character education aims to shape students to have 
personalities, noble morals, responsibility, discipline, and behavior in accordance with social 
norms and community culture. Character education not only teaches the concepts of good and 
bad, but also accustomes students to apply those values in daily life. Character values such as 
honesty, discipline, hard work, tolerance, social care, communicative, and responsibility can 
be instilled through learning that utilizes local culture because students more easily 
understand values that are close to their social environment.  

Several previous studies have shown that oral traditions have a positive contribution 
to the world of education. Hasanah & Andari (2021) found that oral traditions can be a medium 
for learning social and cultural values of the community. Sarkowi et al., (2024) also explained 
that oral traditions play a role in strengthening the value of local wisdom and becoming a 
means of cultural inheritance to the younger generation. Another study conducted by 
Hasanuddin et al., (2025) shows that contextual learning is able to increase learning 
motivation, concept understanding, and active involvement of students in the learning 
process. The results of the study show that local culture and contextual learning have a strong 
relationship in creating meaningful learning. 

However, research on the implementation of Malay oral traditions in Indonesian 
language learning for the formation of students' character has not been widely done, especially 
at the junior high school level. Previous research has mostly discussed oral traditions as a form 
of culture or source of local history, while studies that link Malay oral traditions with 
Indonesian language learning and the formation of students' character are still limited. In 
addition, research on the application of Malay oral traditions in the SMPTK Kasih Karunia 
environment has never been carried out so that this research has novelty in the object of study 
and the focus of research. Based on these problems, this study aims to analyze the 
implementation of Malay oral tradition in learning Indonesian language and find out its role 
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in shaping the character of students at SMPTK Kasih Karunia. This research is expected to 
contribute to the development of Indonesian language learning based on local culture as well 
as an effort to preserve Malay oral traditions in the educational environment. 

 

METHOD 
  This study uses a qualitative descriptive approach. This approach was chosen because 
it is able to provide a deep understanding of social and educational phenomena that occur in 
the learning process. Qualitative research allows researchers to examine in detail the 
implementation of Malay oral traditions in learning Indonesian language and see how the 
process plays a role in shaping students' character in the school environment. The focus of the 
research lies not only on learning outcomes, but also on the processes, experiences, 
interactions, and meanings that emerge during learning activities. 
  The research was carried out at SMPTK Kasih Karunia on February 18, 2026. The 
informants in this study consisted of one Indonesian language teacher and five students who 
were directly involved in the learning process. Indonesian language teachers were chosen as 
the main informants because they have experience and direct involvement in integrating 
Malay oral traditions into classroom learning activities. The criteria for selecting teachers are 
based on several considerations, namely teachers who actively teach Indonesian language 
subjects, understand the use of Malay oral traditions in learning, and have experience in 
implementing learning based on local culture. Meanwhile, five students were selected as 
participants to obtain data on students' responses, experiences, and views on the 
implementation of the Malay oral tradition in learning Bahasa Indonesia. The selection of 
students is carried out purposively by considering their active involvement during the 
learning process. 
  The data collection technique used in this study is in-depth interviews. Interviews are 
conducted directly with teachers and students using interview guidelines that have been 
systematically compiled so that the data obtained remains focused according to the research 
objectives. Interview questions to teachers include an understanding of Malay oral traditions, 
forms of oral traditions used in learning, implementation strategies in the classroom, character 
values instilled in students, and obstacles faced during the learning process. Meanwhile, 
interviews with students focused on learning experiences, responses to the use of Malay oral 
traditions, understanding of character values gained, and their impressions during learning. 
Through these interviews, researchers obtained data that was in-depth, reflective, and in 
accordance with real conditions in the field. 
  The data that has been obtained is then analyzed using qualitative descriptive analysis 
techniques. The analysis process is carried out through several stages, namely data reduction, 
data grouping based on certain themes and categories, systematic presentation of data, and 
drawing conclusions. The data reduction stage is carried out by selecting and focusing data 
that is relevant to the research objectives. After that, the data was grouped based on themes 
related to the implementation of Malay oral traditions and the formation of students' character. 
The data that has been compiled is then presented in the form of a descriptive description so 
that it is easy to understand and analyze thoroughly. This analysis aims to produce a clear 
picture of the implementation of the Malay oral tradition in learning Indonesian language and 
its contribution to the formation of student character at SMPTK Kasih Karunia. 
 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
Teachers' Understanding of Malay Oral Traditions 

The results of the study show that Indonesian language teachers at SMPTK Kasih 
Karunia have a good understanding of the Malay oral tradition as a cultural heritage that 
contains moral values, customs, and the identity of the Malay community. Oral tradition is 
seen not only as a literary work, but also as an educational medium that can be used in the 
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Indonesian language learning process. Teachers understand that oral traditions have an 
important function in conveying the value of life to the younger generation. 

This can be seen from the results of the interview when the teacher stated that "the 
Malay oral tradition is a cultural heritage that is inherited from generation to generation 
through speech. This tradition is not only in the form of stories, but also contains customary, 
moral, and identity values of the Malay community" The statement shows that teachers view 
oral traditions as an important part of maintaining cultural continuity as well as a means of 
character education. 

The teacher also explained that the form of Malay oral tradition that is most understood 
and used in learning is poetry, especially Syair Perahu by Hamzah Fansuri. The poem was 
chosen because it has a deep meaning and is relevant to old poetry material in learning Bahasa 
Indonesia. One of the verses used reads: 

 "O young man, know yourself 
 Is the boat of your body 
 It doesn't matter how long you live 
 To the hereafter you will remain silent"  
The teacher explained that the poem contains the value of self-reflection and spiritual 

awareness that is close to the life of students. In addition, poetry is also considered to be able 
to help students understand the value of life through simple and meaningful literary language. 
 
Implementation of Malay Oral Tradition in Learning 

The implementation of the Malay oral tradition is carried out through the use of poetry 
in old poetry materials. Syair is included in teaching modules and lesson plans as part of 
Indonesian language learning activities. In the learning process, students are asked to analyze 
the structure of the poem, rhyme, symbolic meaning, and moral values contained in the verse. 

The teacher explained that "I included the poems in the teaching module and lesson 
plans in the old poetry material. My students asked to identify the structure, symbolic 
meaning, and moral value in the poem". The statement shows that the Malay oral tradition has 
been applied directly in learning activities, although it is still limited to certain materials. The 
use of poetry in learning makes the learning process more contextual because the material 
studied is related to the culture and environment of the students. Learning not only focuses 
on linguistic theory, but also invites students to understand the moral messages and values of 
life contained in Malay literary works. 
 
Student Response and Participation 

The results of the interviews showed that students responded positively to learning 
based on Malay oral traditions. Students seem more enthusiastic and actively participating in 
learning because the materials used feel close to their daily lives and culture. The use of poetry 
makes it easier for students to understand old poetry material than learning that only uses 
theory. The teacher stated that "the students were quite enthusiastic because the material felt 
close to their culture. They also find it easier to understand moral values when they are 
associated with regional literary works."  

The results of interviews with students also showed that learning using poetry made 
the learning atmosphere more interesting and not monotonous. One of the students stated that 
learning with poetry helps them understand the content of poetry as well as the message of 
life contained in it. Other students also admitted that they were more interested in 
participating in learning because the material they learned was related to the culture of the 
region they knew. The findings show that learning based on local culture is able to increase 
student engagement in the learning process. Cultural proximity makes it easier for students to 
understand the material while building a sense of pride in their own regional culture. 
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The Value of Character in the Malay Oral Tradition 
The results of the study show that the Malay oral tradition contains various character 

values that can be instilled in students through the learning process. These values include 
religious, moral, responsible, manners, and social care. The value of these characters is 
contained in the content of the verses used during learning. The teacher explained that "the 
values contained in it include religious, moral, and social values. Poetry often teaches about 
life, responsibility, and the relationship between humans and God and others"  

In addition, the teacher also said that the Malay oral tradition has a function as a means 
of moral education and strengthens the cultural identity of the community. Through poetry 
and other literary forms, students can learn about manners, religious values, and social norms 
that apply in the life of the Malay community. These findings show that Malay oral traditions 
not only function as language learning materials, but also as a medium for shaping students' 
character. 
 
Obstacles to the Implementation of Malay Oral Traditions 

Although the implementation of Malay oral traditions in learning has a positive 
impact, this study found several obstacles in its implementation. The main obstacle faced is 
the absence of a school policy that specifically integrates the Malay oral tradition into the 
curriculum. The application of oral traditions still depends on the initiative of teachers so that 
it has not been carried out thoroughly and sustainably. The teacher stated that "there is no 
specific policy that makes it an explicit part of the school curriculum" In addition, the 
limitation of references and teaching materials based on local culture is also an obstacle in the 
development of learning. 

This is reinforced by the teacher's statement that "the obstacle is the limitation of school 
policies and the absence of a special program that emphasizes local content systematically. In 
addition, supporting references are also still limited".  Although they still face various 
obstacles, teachers hope that the Malay oral tradition can be paid more attention and 
systematically integrated in the world of education. The teacher said that "language learning 
will be more meaningful if it is based on one's own culture". These findings show that learning 
based on local culture is seen as having great potential in creating contextual, meaningful, and 
supportive learning for students. 
 
Discussion 

The results of the study show that the Malay oral tradition has been applied in learning 
Indonesian language at SMPTK Kasih Karunia through the use of poetry in old poetry 
materials. The use of oral traditions in learning shows the efforts of teachers to present learning 
that is more contextual and close to students' lives. Oral traditions are not only used as literary 
teaching materials, but also used to help students understand the value of life contained in 
Malay literary works. These findings show that learning Indonesian language can be an 
effective space to connect linguistic, cultural, and character education aspects. 

The use of Syair Perahu by Hamzah Fansuri is a form of implementation of oral 
traditions that are relevant in learning. Poetry is used to help students understand the 
structure of old poems, symbolic meanings, and moral messages contained in the text. The 
teacher not only directs students to the theoretical aspect, but also invites them to understand 
the value of life contained in the poem. This process makes learning more meaningful because 
students not only learn the literary form, but also reflect on the content and messages related 
to daily life. 

These findings are in line with the concept of contextual learning that emphasizes the 
relationship between learning materials and students' real experiences. Learning that is 
associated with the local culture makes it easier for students to understand the material 
because they have a closeness to the context being studied. This cultural closeness can be seen 
from the students' responses who showed enthusiasm during the learning. Students find 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Copyright (c) 2026 Anggi Nur Febriani, et al. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis of the Implementation of Malay Oral Tradition in Indonesian Language Learning for Student Character Formation at Kasih 
Karunia Junior High School 

© 2021 The Author.This article is licensed CC BY SA 4.0.  
Visit Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. 

  

Journal of English Language and Education volume 11 Number 3 2026 812 

learning to be more engaging because the material used is related to the social and cultural 
environment they are familiar with.  

In addition to increasing students' understanding of Indonesian language materials, 
the Malay oral tradition also contributes to the formation of students' character. Religious 
values, responsibility, manners, and social concern contained in poetry are an important part 
of the learning process. These values are conveyed through simple and reflective literary 
language so that it is easier for students to understand. In the learning process, students are 
not only asked to understand the content of the poem, but also to relate these values to daily 
life. 

The Malay oral tradition has the power to convey moral messages in a subtle and non-
patronizing manner. This is one of the reasons why students more easily accept the character 
values contained in the poem. Literary learning based on local culture provides a learning 
experience that is not only academic, but also emotional and reflective. Students are invited to 
understand that regional literary works do not only function as entertainment, but also as a 
source of moral and social learning. 

The implementation of the Malay oral tradition in learning also shows relevance to the 
principles of the Independent Curriculum which emphasizes contextual learning and 
strengthening the Pancasila Student Profile. The values contained in the Malay oral tradition, 
such as religiosity, mutual cooperation, and respect for others, have a strong relationship with 
the dimension of the Pancasila Student Profile. The use of oral traditions in learning shows 
that local culture can be a source of learning that supports character formation while 
strengthening students' cultural identity. Based on the results of the research, it was found that 
the implementation of Malay oral traditions in schools is still developing and requires wider 
support so that it can be implemented more optimally. The use of oral tradition is currently 
still focused on certain materials and depends on the creativity of teachers in developing 
learning based on local culture. This condition shows that teachers have a very important role 
in providing innovative and meaningful learning for students. 

The limitation of references and teaching materials based on local culture is also one of 
the challenges in the development of learning Malay oral traditions. Teachers need more 
varied learning resources so that learning can be developed more widely and interestingly. 
Nevertheless, the efforts that have been made show that there is concern for the preservation 
of local culture through the world of education. This is a positive step in maintaining the 
sustainability of the Malay oral tradition in the midst of technological developments and 
globalization currents. 

The results of the study also show that schools have great potential in developing 
learning based on local culture. Malay oral traditions can be used as part of school literacy 
activities and strengthening students' character through learning Indonesian (Badeni & 
Saparahayuningsih, 2023; Nuraedah et al., 2023; Shkoukani, 2019; Sudaryatie et al., 2022). The 
use of digital media, such as audio, video, and interactive media, can also be an alternative to 
introduce oral traditions to students in a more interesting way and in accordance with the 
times (Ginusti, 2023; Hobbs, 2021; Lubis & Lubis, 2020; Nafisah et al., 2024). The 
implementation of Malay oral traditions in Indonesian language learning at SMPTK Kasih 
Karunia shows that local culture has an important role in creating contextual, meaningful, and 
supportive learning for students. Oral traditions not only help students understand the subject 
matter, but also strengthen cultural awareness and moral values in everyday life (Khalaf & 
Zin, 2018; Narykova, 2023; Tang et al., 2020). 

 

CONCLUSIONS 
The implementation of the Malay oral tradition in Indonesian language learning at 

SMPTK Kasih Karunia has been effectively carried out through the use of traditional Malay 
poetry in poetry-related learning materials. The integration of oral traditions into classroom 
activities enables students to better understand poetic structures, symbolic meanings, and the 
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moral values embedded in Malay literary works. By connecting learning materials with 
students’ cultural backgrounds, the learning process becomes more meaningful, engaging, 
and relevant to their daily lives. The study also demonstrates that the Malay oral tradition 
contributes positively to students’ character development. Values such as religiosity, 
responsibility, politeness, and social awareness were successfully introduced and reinforced 
through analysis, discussion, and reflection activities. Furthermore, students showed greater 
enthusiasm and participation because the learning content was closely related to their local 
culture and experiences. These findings highlight the potential of local culture-based learning 
as an effective approach to creating contextual and reflective Indonesian language instruction. 
The study also emphasizes the important role of teachers in preserving cultural heritage by 
integrating local wisdom into educational practices. Overall, the Malay oral tradition serves 
not only as a medium for language learning but also as a means of strengthening character 
education, cultural identity, and appreciation for local heritage among students. 
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