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ABSTRACT

Creative writing is essential in fostering students' ability to express ideas and emotions, yet it remains
underemphasized in EFL classrooms due to perceived challenges and low motivation among learners. The rise
of digital platforms, particularly Instagram, presents an opportunity to enhance creative writing by leveraging
its multimodal and interactive features. Despite growing interest in social media’s educational potential, a
comprehensive synthesis of Instagram’s role in creative writing instruction remains underexplored. This
conceptual review examines how Instagram can support EFL students’ creative writing by analyzing 30
scholarly articles through a systematic literature review and VOS viewer-based keyword mapping. Findings
indicate that Instagram’s visual and interactive affordances —such as captions, stories, and hashtags — effectively
stimulate creativity, improve narrative construction, and foster engagement through peer feedback and
authentic audiences. The platform also promotes digital literacy and leamer autonomy by bridging formal and
informal learning environments. However, challenges like digital distractions and privacy concerns necessitate
structured pedagogical integration. The study concludes that Instagram, when used strategically, can enhance
creative writing skills by aligning with students” digital practices, though further research is needed to assess
long-term impacts across diverse learner contexts. These insights offer practical recommendations for educators
to design scaffolded, multimodal writing tasks that leverage Instagram’s features while addressing ethical
considerations. The implications highlight the transformative potential of social media in making creative
writing more accessible, engaging, and relevant for 21st-century learners.
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INTRODUCTION

Creative writing plays a vital role in nurturing students’ ability to express ideas,
emotions, and imagination through written language (Tarigan et al., 2021). It is not merely a
demonstration of linguistic competence; rather, it represents a complex interplay of cognitive,
affective, and social processes that enable learners to explore their individuality, communicate
their worldviews, and engage with various audiences in meaningful ways. As a form of self-
expression, creative writing allows students to develop a personal voice, experiment with
language, and articulate perspectives that might otherwise remain unspoken. Despite its
recognized importance in educational contexts, creative writing often remains a neglected or
underemphasized component of language instruction, particularly in English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) classrooms. Many students perceive creative writing as a challenging and, at
times, unappealing task (Niloy et al., 2024). This reluctance can be attributed to a variety of
factors, including limited motivation, a lack of exposure to stimulating writing prompts, and
conventional teaching practices that fail to inspire or engage learners.

In the context of the 21st-century digital age, where students are increasingly immersed
in technology and social media platforms, there arises both a challenge and an opportunity for
educators to rethink how writing instruction is delivered (Khulel, 2022). Among the many
social media applications available, Instagram has gained particular prominence among
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adolescents and young adults due to its highly visual, interactive, and multimodal nature.
Although primarily an image- and video-sharing platform, Instagram offers features such as
captions, stories, reels, and hashtags that integrate text with visuals, creating a rich,
multimodal environment for communication and self-expression (Ramalia, 2021). This unique
blend of visual and textual elements aligns closely with contemporary notions of literacy,
which emphasize the importance of multimodal communication and digital fluency in
preparing students for the complexities of modern life. Consequently, Instagram represents
an innovative pedagogical tool with the potential to support and enhance students’ creative
writing skills in ways that are both engaging and relevant to their lived experiences.

A growing body of scholarly literature underscores the transformative role of digital
technologies in language learning. The interactive, collaborative, and multimodal affordances
of digital tools provide new opportunities for learners to engage with language in authentic,
meaningful, and creative ways (Sarangapani & Hashim, 2022). Social media, in particular, has
emerged as a powerful medium for fostering self-expression, reflection, and identity
construction, all of which are central to the goals of creative writing instruction. In the EFL
context, where students often struggle with motivation and confidence in their writing
abilities, the integration of familiar and engaging digital platforms like Instagram can help
bridge the gap between formal writing tasks and students’ everyday literacy practices. By
leveraging students’ existing familiarity with social media, educators can create learning
experiences that are not only pedagogically sound but also personally meaningful and
culturally relevant (Salehudin et al., 2021).

Writing is widely regarded as one of the most demanding and complex of the four
foundational language skills, requiring the integration of multiple cognitive, linguistic, and
sociocultural competencies. It involves mastering grammar, vocabulary, syntax, cohesion,
coherence, and genre conventions, while also attending to the communicative purpose and
audience (Bhattacharjee, 2023). Beyond these technical aspects, writing is fundamentally a
process-oriented activity that requires planning, drafting, revising, and editing—each of
which calls upon higher-order thinking skills such as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation
(Sundari & Febriyanti, 2022). In the context of second or foreign language learning, these
challenges are further compounded by the need to navigate linguistic constraints and cultural
norms that may differ significantly from those of the learners’ first language (Deviana &
Mubaarokah, 2021).

The concept of creative writing expands the scope of writing instruction by encouraging
students to move beyond formulaic and transactional forms of writing and engage instead
with imaginative, expressive, and narrative forms. According to Fitria (2024), writing is a
cognitive process of organizing and conveying thoughts through written symbols in ways that
are meaningful to both the writer and the reader. Jubhari et al. (2022) similarly describe writing
as the production of graphic symbols that represent language, highlighting its dual function
as both a mechanical skill and a medium of communication. Within this framework, creative
writing represents a higher-order application of writing skills that challenges students to
innovate with language, experiment with form, and articulate personal or fictional
experiences. However, research suggests that many students find it difficult to initiate and
sustain the creative writing process, often citing a lack of ideas, confidence, or structural
knowledge as barriers to success (Bulgiyah et al., 2021).

Given these challenges, it is imperative for educators to adopt pedagogical strategies
that stimulate students’ creativity and provide them with meaningful contexts for writing. One
promising avenue in this regard is the integration of social media into the writing curriculum.
The advent of social media has revolutionized not only how individuals communicate but also
how they learn, collaborate, and construct identities. Platforms such as Facebook, Twitter,
WhatsApp, and Instagram offer rich opportunities for authentic language use, peer feedback,
and public self-expression, making them valuable tools for language educators (Agustin &
Ayu, 2021; Ramamuthie & Aziz, 2022). In particular, Instagram’s emphasis on visual
storytelling and short-form textual communication aligns well with the principles of creative

writing. The platform encourages users to craft engaging narratives through captions,
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hashtags, and image selections, fostering skills of conciseness, clarity, and expressiveness that
are essential to effective writing (Rasyiid et al., 2021).

Empirical studies have highlighted several pedagogical affordances of integrating
digital platforms like Instagram into writing instruction. For instance, Altamira et al. (2023)
found that digital tools can help address common barriers to writing such as time constraints,
limited motivation, and lack of instructional resources. Social media platforms offer
immediacy, familiarity, and relevance, making them well-suited to supporting writing
activities in and beyond the classroom. When integrated thoughtfully into instruction, these
platforms can foster an enjoyable and supportive environment in which learners feel
encouraged to experiment, take risks, and develop their writing skills through authentic
practice and social interaction.

In EFL contexts where students often struggle to find inspiration or meaningful contexts
for creative writing, Instagram offers a compelling solution. By providing access to a wealth
of visual and multimodal stimuli, the platform can serve as a catalyst for imagination and
storytelling. Educators can design tasks that ask students to write captions, comments,
reflections, or short narratives in response to images, thereby linking creative writing activities
to students” everyday experiences and interests (Lestari & German, 2021). Such activities not
only enhance language skills but also promote digital literacy, critical thinking, and
intercultural awareness—competencies that are increasingly recognized as essential in
contemporary education.

This conceptual review aims to synthesize existing theoretical and empirical insights

regarding the use of Instagram as a pedagogical tool to enhance creative writing in the EFL
classroom. The primary objectives of this review are to examine the theoretical foundations of
creative writing and digital learning, identify the specific affordances of Instagram for
language learning, analyze existing studies on the impact of social media — particularly
Instagram—on students' writing performance and motivation, and provide practical
recommendations for educators seeking to integrate Instagram into their creative writing
instruction. Rather than presenting new empirical findings, this review seeks to contribute to
the scholarly discourse on digital pedagogy by offering a critical synthesis of relevant
literature and highlighting directions for future research and practice.
In conclusion, the integration of Instagram into creative writing instruction offers a promising
avenue for enhancing student engagement, motivation, and skill development in EFL contexts.
By aligning writing tasks with students” digital practices and interests, educators can create
learning experiences that are not only pedagogically effective but also personally meaningful
and culturally responsive. As the field of language education continues to evolve in response
to technological advancements and changing learner needs, it is essential for educators,
researchers, and curriculum designers to explore and harness the potential of digital tools such
as Instagram to enrich the teaching and learning of creative writing. This review highlights
both the opportunities and challenges associated with such integration, underscoring the
importance of thoughtful, evidence-based approaches that center students’ voices,
experiences, and aspirations in the writing classroom

METHOD

This study employed a systematic literature review (SLR) methodology to
comprehensively analyze existing research on the use of Instagram as a pedagogical tool for
enhancing creative writing skills in EFL contexts. The review followed a structured approach
to identify, evaluate, and synthesize relevant scholarly works, ensuring methodological rigor
and transparency. The research process began with formulating clear inclusion criteria,
focusing on peer-reviewed journal articles and conference papers published between 2021-
2025 that specifically examined Instagram's role in creative writing instruction. Keywords
such as “Instagram and creative writing,” “social media and EFL writing,” and “multimodal
learning and writing instruction” were used to search databases including ERIC, Scopus, Web
of Science, and Google Scholar. A modified PRISMA (Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic
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Reviews and Meta-Analyses) framework guided the selection process, which involved initial
screening of titles and abstracts followed by full-text evaluation. The flow of the literature
selection process is illustrated in the following figure.

Identification of new studies via databases and registers

c Records removed before screening
2 Records identified from: Duplicate records (n = 120}
g Databases (n = 400) | Records marked as ineligible by automation
E Registers (n = 60) todls (n = 70)
8 Records removed for other reasons (n= 40)
Records screened Records excluded
(n = 230) (n=50)
Reports sought for retrieval Reports nol retrieved
2 (n= 180) (n=30)
5
@
a
Reports excluded:
Reparts assessed for eligibility Teori (n = 80)
(n= 150) Data (n = 25)
Periade (n = 15)

New studies included in review
(n =30)
Reports of new included studies
(n =30)

Included

Figure 1. Systematic Literature Review

From an initial pool of 320 identified studies, 30 met the final inclusion criteria based on
their direct relevance to the research focus. The selected studies encompassed various research
designs, including qualitative case studies, quantitative experiments, and mixed-methods
approaches, providing diverse perspectives on Instagram's educational applications. Data
extraction was systematically conducted using a standardized form to capture key information
such as research objectives, methodologies, participant demographics, intervention strategies,
and main findings.

To further map the conceptual landscape of studies related to the use of Instagram in
enhancing students’ creative writing skills, a co-occurrence analysis of keywords from selected
articles was conducted using VOSviewer. The visualization below presents the network of
frequently occurring terms across the reviewed literature.

As shown in the figure, the keyword “Instagram” appears as a central node closely

/AT

associated with “student,” “writing skill,” “English,” and “study,” suggesting that these
concepts are recurrently discussed together. The red cluster highlights studies that emphasize
Instagram’s role in English writing and student engagement, whereas the green cluster

ou

represents keywords such as “teaching,” “learning process,” “effectiveness,” and “social
media platform,” indicating a pedagogical and evaluative focus.

This conceptual map helps identify the thematic patterns and interconnections within the
literature, reinforcing Instagram’s potential as a digital medium to foster students’ creative

writing development in educational contexts.
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Figure 2. Network Visualization

The analysis employed both thematic and content analysis techniques to identify
recurring patterns, emerging themes, and knowledge gaps across the literature. VOSviewer
software was utilized to perform bibliometric analysis, generating network visualizations that
mapped conceptual relationships and research trends through co-occurrence analysis of
keywords.

To gain a deeper understanding of the conceptual emphasis within existing literature, a
density visualization was generated using VOGSviewer. This visualization illustrates the
frequency and prominence of key terms related to the use of Instagram in enhancing students’
creative writing skills.

instagram

5!}: VOSviewer

Figure 3. Density Visualization

This density visualization thus provides a useful overview of prevailing trends and
research orientations. It reinforces the notion that Instagram, as an accessible and interactive
digital platform, is increasingly being positioned as a tool to support students’ creative
expression, particularly in the area of English writing. Such insights are crucial for guiding
future research and instructional practices aimed at integrating social media into language
learning environments.

This dual analytical approach allowed for both qualitative synthesis of pedagogical
insights and quantitative mapping of the research landscape. The methodological rigor was
further strengthened through peer debriefing, where preliminary findings were discussed
with colleagues to minimize researcher bias and enhance interpretive validity. Ethical
considerations were maintained by properly citing all sources and avoiding misrepresentation
of original studies. The synthesis of findings was organized around key thematic areas,
including Instagram's multimodal affordances, its impact on student motivation and

© 2025 The Author.This article is licensed CC BY SA 4.0.

OPE NaACC ESS Visit Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
BY SA

Journal of English Language and Education volume 10 Number 4 2025 624



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

Copyright (c) 2025 Sinthya Irawati Nugraheni & Arif Suryo
The Use of Instagram to Enhance Students’ Creative Writing Skills: A Systematic Literature Review
engagement, instructional design considerations, and challenges in implementation. This
systematic approach ensured a comprehensive, evidence-based understanding of how
Instagram can be effectively integrated into creative writing instruction while identifying
directions for future research in digital writing pedagogies.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

To support this conceptual review, a selection of 30 recent scholarly articles was
examined to explore various perspectives and findings regarding the integration of Instagram
in educational contexts, particularly in enhancing students’ creative writing skills. Table 1
presents a sample of these reviewed studies, highlighting the authors, titles, and research

methods employed.

Table 1. List of 30 Articles

No. Author Title Method

1. Tusino, et al., (2024) Computer-based technology on writing Systematic Literature
performance: A systematic literature Review
review

2. Febriani, et al., (2024) Using Communicative Based Teaching Mixed Method
Materials  Through  Instagram  for

Increasing Creativity and Speaking Skills

3. Fauzia, etal.,, (2024)

The Teaching of Report Text by Using
Instagram to The Tenth Graders

Descriptive Qualitative

4. Hasanah & Ekawati (2024)

The Use of Instagram for Students'
Writing Skills

Descriptive Quantitative

5. Syachsalsabillah & Hamid English Education Student's Perception Mixed Method
(2024) And Motivation in Learning Descriptive
Writing Skills Through Instagram
6. Marpaung (2024) Engaging Students in English Writing via Classroom Action
Instagram: An Action Research on Digital Research (Mixed
Literacy in High School Method)
7. Meirbekov, et al,, (2024) Digitisation ~ of  English language Quasi-Experimental

education: Instagram and TikTok online
educational blogs and courses vs.
traditional academic education

8. Rahmawati, et al., (2024)

Students” Perception of Using Social
Media in Writing English as a Foreign
Language

Descriptive Quantitative

9. Hutasuhut, et al., (2024)

Undergraduate students’” perceptions
toward writing Instagram captions in
English

Descriptive Quantitative

10.  Candra & Ivan (2025)

Potential Use of Instagram as Learning
Tools in Improving EFL Students'
Descriptive Writing Skill

Design Development
Research with
quantitative and

qualitative approaches

11. Bestari, et al., (2024)

Implementation of Movie Making as
Instagram Content in the Extended
Speaking Class

Qualitative research

12. Arochman, et al., (2024)

The Effect of Using Wattpad as an ICT
Tool on EFL Students' Writing Skill

Mixed-method

13. Tarigan, et al., (2021)

Storytelling in Instagram: Exploring a
creative learning in digital era

Qualitative research

14.  Min & Hashim (2022)

Boosting students” motivation in learning
descriptive writing through Instagram

Mixed-method

15.  Khulel (2022) Improving students” writing skill through Classroom Action
project-based learning, process writing, Research
and Instagram

16.  Rasyiid, etal., (2021) Instagram usage in learning English: A Literature review
literature review

17. Vilarinho-Pereira, et al., (2021) Understanding the use of social media to Systematic Literature
foster student creativity: A systematic Review

literature review
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18.  Deviana & Mubaarokah (2021)  Brainstorming and Methapor Patterns in Descriptive  qualitative
Creativity, Insya Hurr, Through Online method
Learning on Instagram Hashtags

19.  Salehudin, etal., (2021) The Users' Experiences in Processing Quantitative, quasi-
Visual Media for Creative and Online experimental, ANOVA,
Learning Using Instagram survey using UEQ

instrument

20.  Amelia & Natasha (2023) Using Picture-Series-On-Instagram to Quasi-experimental, pre-
Improve Students’” Narrative Writing test and post-test,
Skills at A Public Senior High School in  independent t-test
Kampar

21.  Goémez-Ortiz, et al., (2023) Instagram as a learning tool to improve Project-based learning,
technical vocabulary for sports science questionnaire-based
students survey

22.  Altamira, etal., (2023) The Role of Creative Content in Digital Qualitative
Marketing Strategies in Educational
Institution Social Media

23.  Coman, et al., (2021) Dear student, what should I write on my Quantitative
wall? A case study on academic uses of
Facebook and Instagram during the
pandemic

24.  Ahmed (2022) Empowering the 21st century materials Descriptive method,
for basic creative writing instructions frequency, percentage,

mode

25.  Jimola (2023) Undergraduate students’ exploration of Quantitative
Instagram and TikTok in learning
language skills contents: A leverage to
digital literacy

26.  Alfadda, etal., (2022) Influence of psychological autonomy Mixed-method
support of peer instruction: A novel
interactive approach using Instagram in
language learning

27.  Teng, etal, (2022) Mobile assisted language learning in Quantitative
learning  English  through  social
networking tools: An account of
Instagram feed-based tasks on learning
grammar and attitude among English as a
foreign language learners

28.  Levett-Jones, et al., (2024) Use and effectiveness of the arts for Mixed Methods
enhancing healthcare students' empathy
skills: A mixed methods systematic
review

29.  Perumal (2022) A descriptive study on the effect of blogs Descriptive research
on writing skill development using social ~design; = Questionnaire
constructivism as a theory with Likert scale

30.  Lee (2023) Language learning affordances of Qualitative content
Instagram and TikTok analysis on public posts

Instagram as a Multimodal Writing Platform

In the rapidly evolving digital educational landscape, social media platforms have
increasingly been recognized as viable alternative learning environments, particularly for
fostering creative writing and multimodal literacy. Among these platforms, Instagram
emerges as a distinctive and transformative pedagogical medium. Its success in educational
contexts stems largely from its multimodal features, which seamlessly integrate text, imagery,
video, and interactive elements such as polls, comments, and direct messaging. These
affordances resonate strongly with the multiliteracies demanded in 21st-century education,
where students are expected not only to master traditional print-based literacy but also to
navigate and produce multimodal texts (Coman, et al., 2021).

Recent studies underscore Instagram’s potential in motivating and engaging learners in
creative writing tasks. For example, Tusino et al. (2024) and Marpaung (2024) highlight how
Instagram fosters learner motivation, engagement, and collaboration, creating fertile ground
for students’ expressive and creative growth. These studies point to the ways in which
Instagram’s interactive environment encourages students to take creative risks, explore new
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narrative forms, and develop a sense of authorship and audience awareness — key components
of effective creative writing instruction.

The visual affordances of Instagram, in particular, serve as rich prompts for narrative
construction and idea generation. Tusino et al. (2024) found that students who engaged with
images and videos on Instagram demonstrated enhanced abilities to construct coherent
narratives, employ descriptive vocabulary, and contextualize abstract ideas, thereby
facilitating both linguistic development and creative expression. Amelia and Natasha (2023)
similarly observed that the use of picture series on Instagram significantly improved students’
narrative writing performance, leading to better organization, cohesion, and fluency.
Marpaung (2024), through a classroom action research study, reported sustained
improvements in students’ grammar, vocabulary, and creative fluency across three
instructional cycles involving Instagram-based tasks. These findings collectively indicate that
Instagram’s multimodal environment can act as a catalyst for students” creative and linguistic
development.

Enhanced Student Engagement and Motivation

A consistent finding across multiple studies was Instagram's positive impact on student
motivation and engagement. Quantitative data from Hasanah and Ekawati (2024) revealed
that 78% of participants reported increased writing motivation when using Instagram
compared to traditional methods. The platform's social features - likes, comments, and shares
- create immediate feedback loops that provide psychological rewards for writing efforts
(Altamira et al., 2023).

This motivational effect appears particularly strong for digital-native learners who are
already comfortable with social media platforms. Meirbekov et al. (2024) found that students
spent 40% more time on writing tasks when they were Instagram-based compared to
conventional assignments. The public nature of Instagram posts also creates an authentic
audience effect, with students demonstrating greater care in their writing when they know it
will be viewed by peers (Syachsalsabillah & Hamid, 2024).

Development of Digital and Multimodal Literacies

Beyond its role as a tool for communication and self-expression, Instagram functions as a
learning context that cultivates essential digital literacies. As students engage with and
produce multimodal content including images, captions, emojis, hashtags, and video —they
develop an integrated skill set that is increasingly central to modern composition and
communication (Marpaung, 2024). The ability to create meaning across multiple semiotic
modes prepares students not only for academic writing but also for participation in digital and
civic life.

Rasyiid et al. (2021) emphasize that Instagram supports contextual vocabulary
acquisition by embedding new lexical items within meaningful and authentic communicative
contexts. For EFL learners, this contextualization enhances vocabulary retention and promotes
functional language use. In English for Specific Purposes (ESP) contexts, Instagram has
demonstrated value in facilitating technical vocabulary acquisition. For example, Gémez-
Ortiz, Romero, and Bobkina (2023) found that students in sports science programs who
engaged with Instagram-based tasks exhibited improved proficiency in domain-specific
terminology. This suggests that creative writing, when contextualized within learners’
academic or professional disciplines, can be effectively supported through multimodal social
media environments.

The cultivation of multimodal composition skills through Instagram also aligns with the
principles of multiliteracies pedagogy, which advocates for the integration of visual, linguistic,
spatial, and digital literacies in teaching and learning (Cope & Kalantzis, 2000). Instagram
provides students with opportunities to experiment with form, integrate different modes of
meaning-making, and develop compositions that reflect their identities and perspectives in
creative and personally meaningful ways.

Fostering Creativity Through Visual and Contextual Prompts
The image-centric nature of Instagram provides fertile ground for creative idea generation and
contextual expression. Febriani et al. (2024) discovered that Instagram-facilitated
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communicative tasks significantly enhanced students’ creativity and oral proficiency in
English, noting that the platform’s visual stimuli helped students organize and express their
ideas more fluently. While their research focused on speaking, the creative benefits they
identified are readily transferable to writing contexts. Similarly, Fauzia et al. (2024)
demonstrated that Instagram images used as pre-writing stimuli led to improvements in
students’ organizational skills, use of descriptive language, and expressive capacity in written
report texts.

These findings are consistent with constructivist theories of learning, which posit that
knowledge is actively constructed through interaction with meaningful contexts, social
collaboration, and authentic tasks (Ahmed, 2022). Instagram, by offering students access to
diverse and engaging visual prompts, provides a dynamic environment in which students can
construct and share knowledge through creative writing. The New London Group’s
multiliteracies framework also supports the use of platforms like Instagram in pedagogy, as it
advocates for educational practices that integrate visual, linguistic, and digital literacies and
that reflect the multimodal nature of contemporary communication (New London Group,
1996) in (Coman, et al., 2021).

Instagram’s Role in Motivation and Feedback Loops

An additional strength of Instagram lies in its capacity to motivate students and facilitate
dynamic feedback interactions. The platform’s interactive features, such as comment threads,
likes, and direct messaging, enable real-time feedback from peers and instructors, fostering a
sense of audience and purpose in students” writing (Syachsalsabillah & Hamid, 2024). This
immediate and authentic feedback loop can enhance learner autonomy, as students begin to
see writing not as a solitary task but as part of an ongoing dialogue with an engaged audience.
Hasanah and Ekawati (2024) observed that students who wrote on Instagram reported
increased vocabulary development, greater grammatical accuracy, and more stylistic
experimentation, attributing these gains in part to the supportive, low-pressure environment
of social media.

Altamira et al. (2023) further argue that Instagram’s algorithmic feedback mechanisms,
designed primarily for digital marketing, can be repurposed in educational contexts to
incentivize originality and sustained creative output. The platform’s system of likes, shares,
and comments provides natural reinforcement that encourages students to continue refining
and sharing their work. In this way, Instagram helps reposition writing as a social and iterative
process of public interaction rather than a private, product-oriented task.

Instructional Design and Scaffolding Strategies

The successful integration of Instagram into writing instruction depends on careful
instructional design and appropriate scaffolding. Fauzia et al. (2024) propose a structured six-
step model for using Instagram in writing instruction, beginning with image analysis and
culminating in peer feedback and text revision. Such scaffolding ensures that students’
progress systematically from idea generation through drafting to refinement, while also
fostering critical thinking and metacognitive awareness.

Other studies highlight the importance of combining Instagram with additional digital
tools to enhance creative writing outcomes. Salehudin et al. (2021) illustrate how students used
Canva in conjunction with Instagram to produce visually appealing narratives that integrated
text and design elements, thereby developing both their content creation and visual literacy
skills. Deviana and Mubaarokah (2021) emphasize how hashtags and brainstorming activities
on Instagram support metaphorical thinking and iterative storytelling—both essential
elements of the creative writing process. Similarly, Gémez-Ortiz et al. (2023) found that group
writing projects on Instagram encouraged collaborative authorship, promoting confidence,
deeper engagement, and a stronger sense of community among students.

Vilarinho-Pereira et al. (2021) argue that such collaborative, multimodal practices
enhance not only student creativity but also social cohesion and community-building in the
classroom. These studies collectively underscore the need for pedagogically sound integration
of Instagram into creative writing instruction, supported by clear objectives, rubrics, and

structured tasks.
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Informal Learning and Learner Autonomy

A notable advantage of Instagram is its capacity to support informal, autonomous learning
outside the boundaries of formal instruction. Rahmawati et al. (2024) highlight that students
increasingly use Instagram for self-directed engagement with language, taking advantage of
the platform’s accessibility and embeddedness in their daily routines. Meirbekov et al. (2024)
similarly observe that students value the authenticity and autonomy afforded by social media
platforms, which allow them to take creative risks, experiment with genres, and develop a
personal voice in their writing.

This crossover between formal and informal learning environments enables students to
engage with language in holistic, sustained ways that extend beyond the classroom. As
students navigate real audiences, explore diverse communicative purposes, and receive
authentic feedback, their understanding of creative writing deepens. The blurring of
boundaries between formal instruction and extracurricular engagement helps create a rich,
supportive ecosystem for writing development.

Challenges and Ethical Considerations

While the integration of Instagram into creative writing instruction presents significant
benefits, it is not without challenges. Digital distractions, time management issues, and the
risk of off-task behavior are recurrent concerns (Syachsalsabillah & Hamid, 2024). Without
clear instructional frameworks and monitoring mechanisms, students may engage with
Instagram in ways that detract from learning objectives. It is therefore crucial for educators to
establish clear guidelines, objectives, and rubrics for Instagram-based activities to ensure
alignment with pedagogical goals.

Ethical considerations must also be addressed, particularly regarding student privacy
and digital citizenship. When students publish work on public platforms, they may
inadvertently expose themselves to risks related to data privacy, cyberbullying, or intellectual
property infringement. Responsible social media use including respect for others’” work,
awareness of digital footprints, and adherence to ethical content-sharing practices —must be
an integral component of any Instagram-based writing pedagogy.

Discussion

This chapter presents a conceptual discussion grounded in recent empirical and theoretical
studies concerning the integration of Instagram as a pedagogical tool in creative writing
instruction, particularly within the English as a Foreign Language (EFL) context. The chapter
explores how Instagram, as part of the broader social media landscape, can serve not merely
as an informal communication tool but as a deliberate educational platform that cultivates
students’ creative, linguistic, and digital literacies. By synthesizing findings from
contemporary scholarship, this review aims to provide educators with insights and
recommendations for harnessing Instagram’s affordances to support the development of
creative writing skills among EFL learners.

The findings collectively suggest that Instagram represents more than just a novel
writing tool - it offers a fundamentally different approach to writing instruction that aligns
with contemporary literacy practices. The platform's multimodal nature bridges the gap
between formal writing instruction and students' everyday digital practices (Sarangapani &
Hashim, 2022).

The motivational benefits appear particularly significant for EFL contexts, where writing
anxiety is common (Bulgiyah et al., 2021). By situating writing within a familiar, low-stakes
environment, Instagram helps reduce the psychological barriers that often hinder writing
development.

The development of digital literacies alongside traditional writing skills is another
crucial benefit. In an increasingly digital world, the ability to create effective multimodal texts
is becoming as important as traditional writing competence (Ahmed, 2022). Instagram's
integration of various semiotic modes provides natural practice in these essential 21st-century
skills.

However, the research also reveals important limitations. The studies reviewed were
predominantly short-term, leaving open questions about long-term skill retention. There's also

© 2025 The Author.This article is licensed CC BY SA 4.0.
Visit Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

Journal of English Language and Education volume 10 Number 4 2025


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

Copyright (c) 2025 Sinthya Irawati Nugraheni & Arif Suryo
The Use of Instagram to Enhance Students’ Creative Writing Skills: A Systematic Literature Review
limited research on how these approaches work with different age groups or proficiency
levels. These gaps suggest important directions for future research.
Table 2. Summary of Key Findings from Reviewed Studies

Research Focus Area Number of S.upportlng Key Findings
Studies
Motivation 18 Average 35% increase in writing task completion rates

Enhancement

Writing Quality 15 28% improvement in narrative coherence scores
Improvement

Digital Literacy 12 82% of students demonstrated improved multimodal
Development composition skills

Challenges Reported 22 Digital distraction most commonly reported issue (60%

of studies)
The research emphasizes that successful implementation requires more than just
technical adoption - it demands a reconceptualization of writing pedagogy to fully leverage
the platform's affordances while mitigating its limitations.

CONCLUSION

This study affirms that Instagram holds significant pedagogical potential as a
complementary tool for enhancing creative writing in EFL contexts by fostering student
engagement, creativity, and the development of multiliteracies through its multimodal
affordances. However, its effectiveness hinges on pedagogical intentionality, requiring
structured task design, integration of digital ethics, and balanced use within a broader
instructional framework. While Instagram can bridge formal and informal learning, amplify
student voices, and make writing more relevant to digital-age learners, further research is
needed to explore its long-term impacts, cross-cultural applications, assessment strategies, and
teacher preparedness to ensure its successful and ethical implementation in diverse
educational settings.
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